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Upcoming Events  
 
Feb 22 Winter Social: 
Wine and food at George 
Passadore’s Car Barn  
 
March 8 Know Bo: 
Kathi Ketcheson on 
Learning Italian in Italy at 
Caffe’ Umbria. 
 
April 12 Know Bo: 
Architect Edgar Papazian 
discusses the Riola Parish 
church in Riola, Italy (BO) 
and the Mount Angel 
Library, both designed by 
famed architect Alvar Aalto 
at Caffe’ Umbria 
 
May 17 Annual Board 
Meeting/Elections and 
Amici Dinner at A Cena 
 
June 14 Know Bo TBA  
 
July Youth Exchange to 
Bologna 

A RECAP 
 
The Portland Bologna Sister City Association has been busy since 
August, launching our new fiscal year with the help of the 2010 Festa 
Italiana. Once again, PBSCA had an information booth at the Festa’s 
Piazza Italia (known the rest of the year as Pioneer Courthouse 
Square) where member volunteers answered questions and provided 
information to curious attendees or swapped Bologna stories. Many 
thanks to our volunteers: Phil Potestio, Rick Potestio, Kathleen and 
Christina Cacouris, Joe Tripi, Pam and Larry Levy, Cheryl Mangeroni, 
Angelo Carella, Ayn Hotchkiss, and Nico and Cosima Potestio. We’ll 
be back next August when Festa Italiana celebrates its 20th year. 
 

Brindisi at the Sagra:  Laura Guimond, Celia Latz, Ann Marie Fallon, Kathi Ketcheson  
(Photo: Justin  Fallon Dollard) 
 
October 27 was the date of PBSCA’s third annual Sagra di Bologna 
Fundraiser, held in the Atrium of the Olympic Mills Commerce Center. 
This was a perfect venue for the wine and food, catered by Olympic 
Provisions, with a separate room to display the silent auction items, and 
lots of bar tables for socializing. It was a fun event, which paid homage to 
the Italian harvest festivals that take place this time of year all over the 
Emilia Romagna region.  Phil Potestio served, once again, as our 
castagnaio (chestnut roaster). The silent auction, raffles, and “Wall of 
Wine” helped raise money needed to support the association, including 
the Youth Exchange. Thanks to our hardworking Board volunteers, and 
especially to Christian Scott and Jesse Locker.  
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A RECAP, CONT. 
On Nov. 20, PBSCA joined with Reed College, Portland State, and the 
Portland Art Museum, to sponsor an afternoon dedicated to the Italian 
painter, Artemisia Gentileschi (1593–1654), one of the few women 
painters in the male-dominated art world of the 17th century. After 
Gentileschi scholar and PBSCA Board Member Jesse Locker shared a bit 
of his research, the crowd was treated to a screening of the documentary 
by Ellen Weissbrod, of her life, "A Woman Like That." Q&A with 
Weissbrod followed. Held at the Portland Art Museum’s Whitsell 
Auditorium, and offered free to the public, the event drew a full house.  
A huge thanks to Jesse for his part in organizing this; we look forward 
to hearing more from Jesse, when his book on Artemisia is published. 
December 7, the PBSCA Board welcomed their new Advisory Board at a 
Holiday dinner/meeting held at Sellwood’s A Cena Ristorante.  Chef 
Gabe Gabreski prepared a mult-coursed meal inspired by his Bologna 
roots, that included a primo of tortellini con ragu’ Bolognese and a 
secondo of roasted veal breast.  

 

The Know Bo Line-Up 
July: Wildwood Consort masterfully played eight Baroque pieces by eight different Bolognese composers for 
packed back room at Elephant’s Delicatessen. Not only did they entertain, they educated the audience with 
anecdotes and historical context, adding richly to the program.  
August: Michele Potestio gave a scholarly and personal presentation of the Gothic Line in the 
Bologna Hills, scene of a year-long standoff between Allied  Forces and the Germans during WWII, 
where her father, Joseph Potestio was stationed.  
September: PSU History Professor Victoria Belco presented her new book, War, Massacre, and 
Recovery in Central Italy, 1943-1948.  She brought to life the impact of the war on the citizenry of the 
Arezzo area, and the hardship and political fall-out that impacted their daily lives.  
October: Bob Iannacone, travel agent and former resident of Florence, provided an insider’s view of 
Italy along with helpful hints for travel planning. His specialty is total package travel, particularly 
with cruises (AVCTravel.com/bobiannacone).  
November: PSU Political Science instructor Lois Bronfman shared a taped interview she conducted 
with the matriarch of a Bologna friend’s family about their involvement with the Partisan Movement 
during WWII, bringing to life this time in Bologna’s history and the extent to which the war impacted 

generations of families.  
January: Board member Jesse Locker brought 
together Liz Crain, author of the Food Lover’s 
Guide to Portland, Cathy Whims of Nostrana, 
Pat DiPrima of DiPrima Dolci, Andrea Spella of 
Spella Caffè, and Darryl Joannides of Cork 
Wine Shop for a lively discussion about food 
and drink that whetted all our appetites! 
 
February: Among Geology PSU professor 
Scott Burn’s many interests are the 
relationship between geology, soils, climate 
and wines. Scott focused his Know Bo talk 
on Italy and in particular the Dolomites and 
Emilia Romagna areas. 
 

Angelo Carella, Prof. Burns, Phil Potestio (Photo: Catherine Carella) 
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PBSCA ADVISORY BOARD 
 
The notion of capturing institutional wisdom to help with strategic direction and fundraising 
potential has been rumbling around for a while now, as the Association has evolved since its 
beginnings in 2003. Last August the Board extended an invitation to founding and past key 
members who have continued to support the PBSCA, for an official role as part of a new 
Advisory Board. The charge is to help lead the Association forward while sustaining its core 
values. Advisory Board members will meet annually to assist the Board in its planning and 
programs, provide direction and advice to the Board on strategies and activities that will help 
establish a stable financial foundation, and help recruit new members and contributors. They 
are asked to make an annual contribution of $150, are welcome at the Board meetings, and 
encouraged to suggest events and activities and to volunteer to serve on committees. Advisory 
Board members include George Passadore, Jim Francesconi, Gary Maffei, Richard Potestio, 
Frank Piacentini, Sally Hudson, Cathy Whims, and Jerry Marcyk.  
 
IN MEMORIAM 

  
Mauro Potestio became a huge Bologna fan after he 
and his wife Ann visited their son Phillip, 
daughter-in-law Sally and his two grandchildren, 
who’d moved there in 1998.  That Bologna visit 
prompted 4 four trips to Italy, with Bologna always 
the home base.  When PBSCA formed in 2003, 
Mauro and Ann were ready to add their 
enthusiasm and support. It’d be safe to guess that 
Mauro attended more events than any other 
PBSCA member and was one of our most 
consistent financial contributors. And he was ready 
to outbid any other contender for the pizza dinner 
offered at the Sagra’s silent auction. His death, on 
Feb. 5, 2011, came less than a year after Ann’s.  

 Mauro and Ann Potestio 
 
 
 

Russ Brown, who with his wife Janna, was a longtime 
member of the Portland-Bologna Sister City, passed away 
December 16, 2010, in Boston after a month-long battle with 
pneumonia while traveling on the East Coast. As a 
businessman and civic leader, Russ was well known in 
Portland. Though not Italian, Russ was certainly an 
honorary one, who held court with his many Italian and 
Italian-American friends at Piazza Italia for years. Russ and 
Janna were frequent attendees at Bologna-Bologna events 
and he was always easy to spot, with his hearty laugh and 
outgoing personality.  

 
 Russ Brown  
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2011 YOUTH EXCHANGE: WE’RE GOING TO BOLOGNA! 
 

The PBSCA’s reciprocal Youth 
Exchange Program with the 
City of Bologna, is a wonderful 
opportunity for teens from 
Portland and Bologna to 
experience life in their Sister 
City. Launched in 2008 with a 
Bologna contingent hosted by 
Portland families, we’ve since 
alternated years hosting and 
visiting. This summer it’s our 
second turn to go to Bologna. 
We are actively seeking 9 
participants for two weeks in 
Bologna this July.   
 
 

Youth Exchange participants Giovanni (Portland ’08), Dimitri and Christina (Bologna ’09)  
on a day-trip to  Florence. 
 
Here are the details: 
 
The Exchange includes:  A 2-week stay; tentative dates July 7-21. Travel arranged by PBSCA, 
lodging with host Italian families , and local trips and excursions while in Bologna organized by the 
City of Bologna as well as host family activities (tentative itinerary from Bologna includes daytrips 
to Florence, Venice, and Ravenna) 
 
Requirements: Teens 16-18 from the Portland metropolitan area open to new experiences and 
cultural differences.  Those interested are required to complete the application (download at 
http://www.portland-bologna.org) and are due by March 15; because space is limited, applications 
received earlier have more potential of acceptance. 
 
Cost: Participants are responsible for roundtrip airfare (this summer the price is around $2,000) and 
out-of-pocket expenses; they will also need to have health insurance coverage. 
 
For more information contact Sally Hudson at hudsonsj@pdx.edu, w: 503.725.5255 or h: 503.236.6364.  

Know Bo! 

A series of casual presentations, 
every second Tuesday of the month … 
6:00-7:30 pm, 
Caffe Umbria: 303 NW 12th Avenue (503) 241-5300 
… bringing an aspect of Bologna to you. 

 
While the presentations are free, we hope you’ll also order from Caffe’ Umbria’s  
selection of authentic Italian food and beverages.  See first page for upcoming speakers. 
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RETURNING TO BOLOGNA 
Phillip Potestio (photos also by Phil) 
 
It had been over three 
years since I had been to 
Bologna, a city that my 
family and I had lived in 
for quite some time. I 
arrived on New Year’s 
Day, after not having slept 
the night before (or on the 
train from Orte) so I’d 
have to admit that 
although the weather 
upon arrival was crisp and 
clear, I entered town in a 
bit of a fog. For whatever 
reason (desiring the brisk 
air to buoy me, not 
wanting to hop on another 
form of transportation) I 
decided to walk and roll 
(my heavy and broken 
handled suitcase) up via 
Indepedenza.  
  
Almost immediately I passed a touchstone in our sister-city relationship, the rosebush that Portland 
presented Bologna six years ago, looking a little spindly and wintered, planted near one of the 
town’s beautiful porte, Porta Galliera, entering the historic centro from the north. On the other side of 
the porta, I was quite surprised to see numerous little alpine-looking cabins set up to sell hot 
chocolate, porchetta, scarves and hats, Christmas schottische, along with an outdoor ice-skating rink. 

In twenty steps I had noticed something familiar, passed through an 
ancient structure, followed by discovering something quite new. That is 
sort of the way my time in Bologna went, seeing something time-
honored and consistent alongside something innovative and striking.   
 
Unloading my bag at the apartment I was lucky enough to be using for 
five nights, just off Piazza Maggiore, and totally rejuvenated by the 
palpable holiday energy emanating from the thousands enjoying the day 
off in passengiata mode, I couldn’t wait to get back out and about. And 
am I happy I did, for as I passed through the piazza I heard the strains of 
a hauntingly familiar guitar playing over a pulsating electro beat and to 
my pleasant astonishment I realized it was none other than Bologna 
icon/oddity, and a personal favorite of mine, Beppe Maniglia. Beppe, a 
now slightly elder muscleman musician, entertained quite a throng, 
sleeveless (oh, those famous biceps), occasionally reaching for his 
reading glasses as he programmed his mobile motorcycle music studio, 
accompanied by his entourage of interpretive dancers and “beppettes”, 
as I like to call his assorted hangers-on, hawking his CDs and providing, 
I guess, security. 
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Returning to Bologna, Cont. 
 
Continuing my first winter trek around town in 
years, I was well aware that it was still holiday 
season in Italy, for the Epiphany (or Festa di 
Befana) was still five days away and the beauti-
ful light displays, strung across streets wide and 
narrow, up the imposing Assinelli Tower, now 
even on individual buildings were shining 
brightly. It was evident that there were many 
tourists, mostly Italians and other Europeans, in 
town. Of course, New Years followed by a 
Sunday meant that very little was actually open, 
but it didn’t really matter as people were out, 
walking, enjoying the scene, 
getting a hand warming slice 
of pizza or paper cone full of 
roasted castagne, just as I 
was.  
 
The many varied presepe 
(nativity scenes), located in 
every church as well as 
many pubic buildings were 
available to view, providing 
warmth and a reminder of 
the reason for the season. 
One such display I visited 
that evening was an exhibition of Napolitano 
scenes and figures (Napoli is the acknowledged 
center of these constructions) alongside 
Bolognese examples. It was fascinating to see 
the differences in material (often wood in 
Naples and mostly terracotta in Bologna) and 
method (carved and painted as opposed to 
sculpted) between the regions. 
 
On Monday, I met with co-Portland-Bologna 
board member Silvia Melchiorri, where else but 
Fontana di Nettuno. We visited various spots 
including the new Ambasciatori, a three-floored 
bookstore featuring a bar, winebar and restau-
rant on its respective level (remodeled from an 
old cinema of somewhat ill repute), and the 
Commercianti, a civic building that housed a 
quite wonderful presepio made up of figures of 
members of the old guilds (lawyers, printers, 
wine-makers, tailors, etc.), the artists essentially 
moving the birth in Bethlehem to the portici of 
Bologna. 
 
On Wednesday, I had the distinct pleasure of a 
meeting with Francesca Martinese, director of 
sister-city relationships (and much more) for the  

 
comune di Bologna. We discussed many possible 
ways to strengthen and enliven our bond, for 
example tour groups who might receive special 
benefits provided by the city, including home 
visits (anche mangiare) and a Portland presen-
tation (to be determined) at Bologna’s illustrious 
summer festival. She was very complimentary of 
Portland’s Know Bo presentations and offered to 
research possible speakers and topics. We talked 
about ways to do exchanges involving the culi-
nary and artistic, in addition to maintaining our 
successful youth and Atlantis Project programs. 
She then proceeded to weigh me down with a 

wealth of Bologna city 
information: maps, guide-
books, canvas bags and the 
like. Oooh, that second 
suitcase was becoming 
more and more of a reality. 
 
Thursday also some 
meaningful Portland-
Bologna contact in the 
form of dinner with the 
inimitable Massimo 
Antinucci and Sara 
Colombazzi at old favor-

ite, Trattoria Trebbi. Massimo is one of the 
founders (and Sara a member) of LaVitaBella, 
the organization in Bologna that celebrates the 
Portland-Bologna union and he has been a fairly 
frequent visitor to Portland, both in official and 
recreational capacities. We talked about the 
practicality of LVB folding into the PBSCA, 
becoming the Bologna arm of the organization 
and doing something like fusing the websites so 
we can have a more consistent Bologna Report 
and an increased bilingual profile.  
 
Interspersing these PBSCA related activities was 
hardly a burden; these are great people who are 
genuinely supportive of our allegiance.  When 
you throw in una partita di calcio (Bologna tied 
Fiorentina), visits with some truly dear friends, 
a Gelatauro stop, a Montagnola shopping spree, 
a few meals out and a few meals in (using the 
incomparable ingredients found at the old mar-
ket), a Santa Caterina sighting, and miles upon 
miles of walking winter-lit vicoli and portico-
covered pavement, you’d have to say my seven 
days in Bologna were jam packed, integrating 
the new and seasonal with those things I had 
missed so much, since last I was there. 
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NEWS FROM PSU 
 

FRANCO MINGANTI, Professor of American Literature from the University of 
Bologna, Italy, presented two public lectures at Portland State in November, 
as part of the Atlantis Project, a collaborative program that also includes the 
Universities of Denver and Nottingham.  Professor Minganti’s work focuses 
on the connections of literature with art, communication, and entertainment, 
as evident in his lecture topics at PSU. On Nov. 15 he spoke about  
“Italian/Mediterranean Music: Local and Global” embellishing his talk with 
musical pieces from Fabrizio De Andre’, Renzo Arbote’s Orchestra Italiana, 
Daniele Sepe, and Orchestra di Piazza Vittorio.  The next day he presented 
“Icarus & Daedalus,” a lecture exploring the relationship between aerial 

photography and urban planning, using architectural icons from 1939 such the New York’s World 
Fair’s Futurama. This lecture was dedicated to the memory of Professor Giovanna Franci, 
PSU/PBSCA friend, colleague, and a fan of architecture, photography, and urban planning. 
 
Upcoming classes at PSU Spring 2011, starting March 28 

First Year Italian 3rd quarter:  MW  10:00-11:50  
 MW 18:40-20:30   
Second Year Italian 3rd quarter:   MW 4:00-5: 
 T/TH 12:00-1:50 
Third Year Italian, 3rd quarter:  MW 11:00-12:50 
 
Intro to Italian Lit 1900-present:  T/TH 2:00-3:50 

 
NOTE: Part-time registration opens March 7.  
 
New students sign up at http://www.pdx.edu/registration/nondegree-register. 
Continuing students register at  https://banweb.pdx.edu/pls/oprd/twbkwbis.P_WWWLogin
 
Complete course schedule: http://www.sa.pdx.edu/soc/ 

 
GRAZIE TO OUR 2010 BUSINESS DONORS 
 
Amici ($50– $124) Ancora ($125– $249) Piazza ($250–$499) Nettuno ($500-$999) 

 Betty Schmidt 
 Caffè Umbria 
 Elephants 

Delicatessen 
 H5O Bistro 
 Il Piatto 
 Kris Preslan 
 Mama Mia 

Trattoria 
 Nostrana 
 Piazza Italia 

 Pizzicato Pizza 
 Portland 

Walking Tours 
 Provvista 
 Red e café’ 
 Riccardo’s 

Ristorante 
 Steve’s Cheese 
 Tazo Tea 

 DOC 
 Genoa 
 Larry Cereghino 
 Joseph Pedicini Wines 
 Pedal Bike Tours 
 Portland Opera 
 Sapori Fine Flavors 

 Gearhart Ocean Inn 
 

 

 Mona Lisa Secret Society 
 Zancanella Importing 

Company 

2010 Sagra di Bologna    

 Olympic Provisions 
 MotoCorsa 
 Ron Tonkin Gran Turismo 
 Red Slate Wine 
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Support the PBSCA 

This is the time of year we seek your support of the PBSCA. We’re an organization dedicated to celebrating 
and connecting with our sister city and having fun along the way. For those of you who’ve already figured that 
out and have contributed in the past, we hope you’ll continue to do so. If you’re new to PBSCA, join us! 
 

Amici of the PBSCA are entitled to: 
 
• Invitations to PBSCA events and activities, including our annual Sagra di 

Bologna. 
• Access to our Gruppo Benvenuto a Bologna – Portland and Bologna “insiders” 

who can pave the way for smooth sailing in Bologna and Italy. 
• Our newsletter. 
• Advance notice of educational exchanges and travel opportunities 
 
Annual Amici Levels: 
 
• Individual: $ 50.00 
• Family: $ 75.00* 
• Student: $ 20.00 
 
Additional Contribution (includes Amici level): 
 
• Piazza: Gifts of $250 to $499 
• Nettuno: Gifts of $500 to $999 
• Portico: Gifts of $1,000 to $2,499 
• Torre: Gifts of $2,500 or higher 
• Ancora: Other gift amount 
 
*Two or more at the same address 
All contributions are tax deductible. 

 
Portland Bologna Sister City 
Association 
c/o Portland State University 
PO Box 751 – OIRP 
Portland, OR 97207 
503.725.9576 
 
 
 
Stay connected: 
 

 bologna@pdx.edu 
 

 www.portland-bologna.org 
 

 twitter.com/PortlandBologna 
 

 www.facebook.com/PBSCA 
 
 
 
Newsletter contributions and 
comments to hudsonsj@pdx.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
To join, fill out the membership form below, enclose your check made out to PBSCA, and send back address on form 

 
I/We would like to contribute $............................. to the Portland-Bologna Sister City Association. 
Name: ...................................................................................................................................................................................   
2nd Name (if applicable) ...................................................................................................................................................  

Address: .....................................................................................................................................  
Phone: ............................................  fax: ....................................... email .....................................................................   
Please make checks payable to: Portland Bologna Sister City Association 
 
Please mail to:  Portland Bologna Sister City Association 
 Portland State University 

 PO Box 751 – OIRP 
 Portland, OR 97207 
 

Please indicate your interests by checking the boxes below: 
□ Host family for visitors 
□ Host family for exchange students 

□ Social Events  
□ Fund raising and Annual Sagra 

□ Cultural & educational programs  
□ Board of Directors 

 


