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   N E W S L E T T E R   
 
 
A RECAP 
 
 

ribute to Gino Schettini.  On May 8 PBSCA supporters and friends gathered for a multi-course 
feast of Emilia Romagna specialities at Piazza Italia. The occasion was to honor long-time friend 

and supporter Gino Schettini, who passed away in October after a long battle with cancer. Gino was 
part of the PBSCA from the start and his restaurant, always the clubhouse for Italians in Portland, 
became that for PBSCA as well. In fact, it was here where then-Mayor Vera Katz agreed with then-
Commissioner Jim Francesconi that Portland needed an Italian Sister City. The rest, as they say, is 
history.   
 
The evening was boisterous and sentimental and packed with Gino’s friends who took turns telling 
stories about their adventures with him, from trips to Italy to soccer escapades. The PBSCA 
presented Gino’s children with a plaque that reads, “In loving memory of our dear friend Gino 
Schettini, Portland-Bologna Sister City Association. Vincero`, Vincero`, Vincero`!.”  
 
Please stop by Piazza Italia, enjoy a great dinner, and raise your glass in memory of Gino.  
 

      
                                           Gino Schettini with business partner Kevin Gorretta at Piazza Italia 

T 



  Summer 2008 
  Vol. VIII 

-2- 

RECAP, continued 
 
In April we welcomed the outgoing San Francisco Consul General of Italy, Roberto Falaschi to 
Portland. First stop was Portland State University where Mr. Falasachi was introduced by local Vice 
Consul Andrea Bartoloni, to a group that included Marvin Kaiser, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, interested faculty, and students. The focus of discussion was on potential funding for 
the promotion of Italian language studies in the United States by the Italian government. Later that 
day, Andrea organized a reception for the Consul General at St. Philip Neri Church in SE Portland 
for the Italian American community.  Mr. Falaschi addressed the group while everyone enjoyed 
sampling the antipasti from Piazza Italia, contributed by local Italian clubs and associations.  
 
Board Elections were held in July for the 2008-09 Fiscal Year.  Rick Potestio has graduated to 
Chairman, Kathi Ketcheson was elected our new President (please see her profile, on p. 5). Angelo 
Carella has stepped into the President-Elect position and Gina Kaplan joins the Executive Committee 
as Secretary.  Ray Verzasconi will take on the Treasurer’s role. Joining our board are Jeff Belluschi, 
Karen Viehoever, and Marissa Bergonzi.   
 

OLOGNA YOUTH EXCHANGE 
On June 30, a welcoming committee 
greeted seven tired but enthusiastic 17 

year olds from Bologna. Chaperone 
Claudia Zerbini guided her charges--Maria 
Sole, Egle, Michele, Giovanni, Silvia, 
Giulia, and Francesca—to the waiting area 
at the Portland airport where in short 
order, they were matched up with their 
host families and whisked off to their 
temporary Portland homes.   
 
Group events included an Ice Cream Social 
at George Passadore’s famous Car Barn 
where our visitors took full advantage of 
photo opportunities in the drivers seat of 
George’s classic cars, a day trip to the Oregon Coast, and a lovely welcome reception with Mayor 
Potter and Portland Director of International Affairs Mila Greisen, complete with muffins and 
scones. They toured PSU’s campus, met with Dean Marvin Kaiser and PSU faculty, and had fun in 
the basement of Smith Memorial Student Union where they bowled, played pool and video games, 
and socialized. The final event was a potluck picnic in Washington Park, with the PBSCA supplying 
drinks and American-style desserts. 
 
With their host families, our visitors enjoyed going to the county fair, visiting Multnomah Falls and 
Mt. Hood, and camping. In Portland they discovered “Piazza Pioneer” and the Saturday Market, 
witnessed many a strange bicycle and enjoyed the Benson bubblers.  We heard reports of trying 
Mexican and Thai food, Rueben sandwiches, and of course all variety of barbeque.  And along the 
way, they became entrenched in everyday American family life, Portland style. 
 
This turned out to be a truly wonderful experience, thanks in no small part to our host families. We’d 
like to thank the Agostini family, the Anderson Vallejo family, the Bates Helgerson family, the 
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Bronfman family, the Linn family, the Lloyd family, the Hudson Potestio family, and the Ward 
family for opening your homes and hearts to this experience.  
 

 
 Front row: Michele, Francesca, Maria Sole, Giovanni, Silvia, Francesco.  Back row: Egle, Giulia 
 
A special thanks to Michelle and Gerry Marcyk and their Bologna guest Francesco for blazing the 
way, sharing their experiences, and being part of the group and to Patty Hayashi from Andeo for 
help in making sure we were both organized and flexible, safe and insured! For impressions from 
our visitors (in Italian) and photos be sure to take a look at the City of Bologna’s website: 
http://www.giramondo.org/sezioni/sez169.aspx 
 

  FRATELLI  
   By Sally Hudson 

 
As co-director of the PBSCA, long-time advocate for cultural youth exchanges, former resident of 
Bologna, and mother of a 17-year old, I hardly felt I was in a position to NOT participate in our very 
first youth exchange. But I had serious reservations because it wasn’t clear if anyone would even be 
home during this period—busy work and social schedules loomed. And Nico, the 17-year old, was 
not entirely on board.  With blind faith that it would somehow work out, we agreed to host Michele, 
one of two boys on the exchange. As the arrival date grew closer, we all found ourselves looking 
forward to whatever was ahead.  
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Michele came off the plane and right into our lives; it was an instant, easy, effortless connection. He 
settled into our absent daughter’s frilly pink and flowered bedroom without a hitch and he and Nico 
soon took off to shoot some baskets. The days filled with music discussions, impassioned video 
games, neighborhood excursions, ping pong, and more basketball. Michele got to know Nico’s 
friends, was comfortable heading out on his own or with new friends if Nico worked, and on the 
couple of days when we were actually all available and suggested tourist spots to visit, he preferred 
to simply hang out with Nico and friends. It was less a tourist experience than one of cultural 
exchange and friendship.  
 
About three days into Michele’s stay, Nico, our typically stoic child, came upstairs to say goodnight. 
He sat at the end of the bed and told us Michele was like the brother he never had, how much alike 
they were, and how lucky we were that he came to stay with us. My husband Phil and I exchanged 
furtive glances of amazement. It seemed to good to be true.  

 
Two weeks passed amazingly quickly 
and before we knew it we were 
headed back to the airport to see 
Michele and the others off for 
Bologna. In the car on the way home, 
Nico was contemplative. He talked 
about how he’d felt disconnected 
with Italy since our move to Portland 
from Bologna four years ago. Though 
we’ve spent every summer since 
back in Bologna, he felt that his 
Italian friends hadn’t changed at all, 
but everything had changed for Nico. 
Without any context for Nico’s new 
life, they of course related to him as 
that former self. Meanwhile having 
landed in Portland just in time to 
start high school, Nico became 
“Nick” and revealed little to his 
Portland friends about his Italian life. 
Though part of this was probably an 
effort to assimilate, part of it was that 
there was no context here for such an 

experience; talking about it seemed irrelevant.  
 
Michele bridged these worlds. He came because he was adventurous and curious about life in  
America. So, Nico found a friend who could relate to him as both an Italian (they spoke to each other 
in Italian almost exclusively; luckily Michele had a lot of opportunity to also use his English) and as 
an American. And Nico’s Portland friends were exposed to Nico’s Italian side; something they’d not 
experienced before.  Before our eyes Nico was discovering a way to integrate these two worlds, 
thanks to Michele. Now there are emails and facebook postings and plans for more visits … I suspect 
this is just the beginning of a wonderful and long friendship.  
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ENVENUTO, PRESIDENTE KATHI KETCHESON(I) 
By Rachelle Braido 

 
Kathi Ketcheson became interested in Italian culture and language 
during her studies of Medieval and European histories. Raised by 
Canadian parents of British and Scandinavian heritage, she studied 
Russian and Norwegian languages.  She received her B.A. in History 
at the University of Washington and then her Ph.D. in Urban Studies 
at Portland State University.  As the Director of PSU’s Office of 
Institutional Research and Planning and a Research Associate 
Professor, she has her hands full. However, in 2003, she decided to 
indulge in an Italian language course at PCC to prepare for her first 
trip to Italy. There in the class, she met other Italophiles and found it 
to be a life-changing experience.  The beauty of the Italian language 
and the culture instantly struck her.  Her subsequent travel to 
Tuscany intensified her love for all things Italian.  

 
Kathi and her husband so enjoyed their time in Tuscany that they return every year to the same 
place. Italy has become their second home and they enjoy exploring the country. Kathi became very 
motivated to study the Italian language further, hoping to communicate better on her travels. She 
studied privately with Professor Angela Zagarella and then completed third year Italian at Portland 
State University. Still, she desired more. Researching language schools in Italy, she settled on the 
Cultura Italiana in Bologna. Having heard about PBSCA it caught her eye and she happily found 
Bologna to be an incredible experience. Since that first visit, Kathi has been back twice in official 
capacities—to present a paper on behalf of PSU at a Civic Engagement Conference sponsored by the 
University of Bologna and, last year as a PBSCA board member, Kathi joined the official Mayor’s 
Delegation to Bologna.  
 
As PBSCA President, Kathi works with PSU colleagues and PBSCA Co-Directors Angela Zagarella 
and Sally Hudson and the PBSCA Board on creating substantive educational and cultural exchange 
opportunities between our two cities.  One goal for this coming year is to launch the faculty exchange 
between PSU and the University of Bologna.  She looks forward to introducing more people to 
PBSCA and spreading the word about the richness of our sister city and Italy in general. 
 
As for her Italian language skills, Kathi has come full circle. She now teaches Beginning Italian at 
PCC … the very class that first introduced her to the Italian language. 
 
 

ORTLAND IN BOLOGNA 
LaVita Bella, our community partner organization in Bologna is sponsoring Portland  guitarist 

Jerome Monoco in a concert titled, “ Bologna Portland Sounds.” The concert will be held Sept. 15 in 
Bologna’s Piazza Verdi (in front of the Conservatorio in the heart of the university and cultural 
district) and again in the suburban town of Pianora on Sept. 17 and back in Bologna at the Cantina 
Bentivoglio on Sept. 22.  Jerome will be accompanied by the group, 7 grani, which hopes to debut in 
Portland next summer.  

B 
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GET INVOLVED!  
 
There are lots of ways to be involved in the PBSCA. Two formal roles are serving on the Board of 
Directors and working on a committee. Board elections are held at an Open Meeting in May. If you 
are interested, download the application form from our website and send to us prior to the May 
meeting. We always welcome volunteers to help on our committees. Please contact the committee 
chair directly if you’d like to help. We are actively looking for volunteers with the fall Sagra. Put 
your auction and wine tasting skills to work! 
 
Sagra Fall Fundraising Event:  
Ayn Hotchkiss (aynhotchkiss@comcast.net) 
 
Cultural and Educational Exchange:   
Kathie Ketcheson  (ketchesonk@pdx.edu) 
Angela Zagarella (bologna@pdx.edu) 
 

“Amici” outreach and community support: 
Sally Hudson (bologna@pdx.edu) 
 
Social Committee (nonfundraising events):   
Ayn Hotchkiss (aynhotchkiss@comcast.net) 
Joe Tripi (jtripi@portlaw.com) 
 

 
 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  FALL EVENTS 2008 

 
Aug. 16-24. Festa Italiana. See http://www.festa-italiana.org/ for this year’s details. 
 
Sept. 23. PSU Italian Studies Open House. Wednesday, 4:00-6:00 pm. Come find out what’s 
happening at PSU on the Italian front. Hear briefly from faculty in History, English, Foreign 
Languages, Geography, Architecture, Urban Studies, and the Graduate School of Business 
about their classes and exchange programs.  
 
October 3. “Faceless” Photography Reception, 5:00-7:00. Blue Sky Gallery, 122 NW 8th St. 
Help us welcome Bologna photographer Claudio Cricca at the opening of his show which 
will be exhibited throughout the month of October. For information on Claudio, please see 
his website: www.claudiocricca.com.  
 
October 4, Saturday, 6:30-11:00 pm. Jantzen Beach Red Lion Hotel, 909 N. Hayden Island 
Drive. Columbus Day Dinner sponsored by Festa Italiana. Tickets are $50.00.  For more 
information or for tickets, please contact Festa President Joe Castellano, 503.256.4880  
joe@castellanofurniture.com. October 4 also happens to be the Feast Day of San Petronio, 
Bologna’s Patron Saint. 
 
October 28, Tuesday, 5:30-8:30. PBSCA 2nd Annual Fall Sagra at Square Deal Wine 
Company, 2321 NW Thurman, between NW 23rd and 24th. Don’t miss the fun! Join us for 
wine tasting, Italian aperitivi and a great silent auction. Proceeds help fund our Youth 
Exchange.  Contact Angela Zagarlla or Sally Hudson at bologna@pdx.edu or tel. 
503.725.5255. 
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PSU and PBSCA 
 
ITALIAN STUDIES OPEN HOUSE SEPT. 23, WEDNESDAY, 4:00-6:00 PM AT PSU.  
Come find out what’s happening at PSU on the Italian front. Hear briefly from faculty in History, 
English, Foreign Languages, Geography, Architecture, Urban Studies, and the Graduate School of 
Business about upcoming classes and exchange programs with Italy.  The Italian Students Group will 
also report on planned activities for the 2008-09 academic year, including a continuation of their film 
series. 
 
ITALIAN LANGUAGE CLASSES OFFERED FALL TERM AT PSU 
 
 
11598   IT   101   001   1st YEAR ITALIAN      4 MWF   09:00-10:05   CAMPUS   Valenzuela G.   
  

11595  IT  101  002  1sr YEAR ITALIAN   4    MWF  12:45-13:50  CAMPUS   STAFF   

11596  IT  101  003  1st YEAR ITALIAN   4    MWF  10:15-11:20  CAMPUS   Valenzuela G. 
  
11597  IT  101  004  1st YEAR ITALIAN   4    TR   18:40-20:30  CAMPUS   Merci S.    

11600  IT  201  001  2nd YEAR ITALIAN   4    MWF  10:15-11:20  CAMPUS   Zagarella   

11599  IT  201  002  2nd YEAR ITALIAN   4    MW   16:00-17:50  CAMPUS   Boero S.    

11601  IT  301  001  3rd YEAR ITALIAN   4 MWF  09:00-10:05  CAMPUS   Zagarella-Chodosh 
  
15117  IT  399  002  INTRO LIT & CINEMA  4  MWF  12:45-13:50  CAMPUS   Boero 
 
 
ABOUT REGISTRATION: 
 
Fall term begin Sept. 29. If you’ve not taken classes at PSU before, you can easily become admitted as a part-
time student using the “quick entry” admission process online at 
http://www.pdx.edu/admissions/ugrad_qkentry.html.  
 
For those who already have their PSU ID number, register for classes starting Aug. 18 at 
https://banweb.pdx.edu/pls/oprd/twbkwbis.P_WWWLogin 
 
You can search for courses online at http://www.sa.pdx.edu/soc/ 
 
 
SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
 
We are very grateful to the local Italian American community, which continues to support Italian 
studies in language and the arts on a variety of fronts. The Festa Italiana awarded a $5,000 
scholarship to Anna Viemeister, for continued studies in opera. Many of you saw Anna give a 
wonderful performance as Mimi in PSU’s production of Puccini’s La Boheme last spring. Another 
recipient of The Festa Italiana’s generosity was young high school student, Thomas Albanese, who 
was awarded $2,500 to attend PSU’s Summer Vocal Camp.  The Italian Businessmen’s Association 
awarded PSU student Rachelle Braido a $1,500 scholarship to continue her studies in Italian 
language. Rachelle, who headed up the Italian Students’ Club, Gruppo Italia, last year and interned 
for the PBSCA, will start 3rd year Italian in the fall.   
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OTHER PSU/ITALY NEWS 
 

 Paul Collins, from PSU’s English faculty, received the Lancia Celebration of Lives Award in a 
special tribute at the 4th Edition of the Biografilm Festival, held this year in Bologna, from 
June 11-15. The Biografilm Festival is the first international event devoted to biographies 
with a variety of venues that include film, performance, and literary works. The award is in 
recognition of his book, Banvard's Folly, which is a collection of 13 profiles of people who 
received fame of some sort during their lifetimes but have since fallen into obscurity.  
Professor Collins is the first foreign writer to receive the award.  

 
 Professor Bryan Johanson, Chair of the Music Department, was invited to participate again in 

the  2 Agosto International Composition Competition. The competition was conceived to 
commemorate the bombing of the Bologna train station in 1980. Selected composers debut 
their work at a performance held on August 2. Where Bryan served as part of the jury the last 
two years, this year he was one of four composters commissioned to write an ending piece for 
the concert, titled Mosaic for Organ and Orchestra.  The other three composers were Lorenzo 
Ferrero, Gianvincenzo Cresta, and Fabrizio Festa.  Each was asked to write a 3-4 minute piece 
for organ based on a theme from Adraino Biachieri (a 17th century organist, composer, 
theorist, and monk from Bologna).  The work received rave reviews, ending with Bryan’s 
piece, titled FRESCO. In November, Bryan will be in Torino, giving the world premier of a 
piece for solo electric guitar by Fabrizio Festa (who teaches composition at the Conservatorio 
in Bologna).  
 

 At the recent Canadian Society of Italian Studies Conference in Vancouver, B.C., PBSCA 
President Kathi Ketcheson and Co-Director Angela Zagarella reported on a recent study, 
where they posed the question, “Do students of Italian feel more comfortable or more 
intimidated by instructors who are non-native speakers, and how does this affect their 
learning?”  
 

 PSU’s Annual Summer Visiting Professor Program included two Italian participants. Mauro 
Agnoletti, a professor in the Department of Forestry and Environmental Science at the 
University of Florence, taught two geography courses and Renato Carletti, who received his 
master’s and doctoral degrees at PSU, and who now lectures at the University of Milano-
Bicocca, taught two sociology courses. Both professors also participated in the Program’s 
“Tour the World at Home” Lecture Series, which showcases visiting professors throughout 
the summer at noontime. The series is free and open to the public. 
 

 
2008 SAGRA DI BOLOGNA OCT 28 5:30‐8:30  

SAVE THE DATE 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SUPPORT THE PBSCA 

The Portland-Bologna Sister City Association welcomes 
contributions from friends (amici) who are interested in Italian 
culture and who would like to help foster the relationship 
between the two cities.  
 
All amici are entitled to:  
 
 Invitations to PBSCA dinners and social events. 
 Complimentary admission to cultural events. 
 First notice on additional events sponsored by PBSCA. 
 The  PBSCA newsletter. 
 Opportunities to become involved as part of association 

committees. 
 Their names on the PBSCA website. 
 For new amici, a welcome package that includes a booklet 

and a map of Bologna, and a set of postcards 
 

Levels of support:  

Student: $  20.00 
Adult: $  50.00 
Family: $  75.00* 
Sustaining: $ 125.00+ 
Patron: $ 250.00+ 

 
*Family is defined by two amici with the same address. +Sustaining & 
Patron Friends may be an individual or two individuals with the same home 
address. 
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent the law allows. 

 PBSCA 2007-2008 

The Executive Committee: 
Richard Potestio, Chairman 
Kathi Ketcheson, President 
Angelo Carella, President-Elect 
Ray Verzasconi, Treasurer 
Edward Ferrero, Legal Counsel 
Gina Kaplan, Secretary 

Co-Executive Directors:  
Sally Hudson and Angela Zagarella 

The Board 
Jeff Belluschi              Frank Piacentini 
Marisa Bergonzi         Joe Tripi 
Ayn Hotchkiss           Karen Viehoever  
 
The Honorary Board 
Vic Alfonso               Carlo Mannocci 
Melissa Babson         Don Mazziotti 
Andrea Bartoloni     Amy Miller Dowell 
Jim Bocci                    Marta Monetti 
Sho Dozono George Passadore 
Jim Francesconi         Cathy Rudd 
Lucia Galizia Maria Smith 
Brad Hutton              Robert Stoll 
Gianna Lupo             Karen Tosi 
Garry Maffei             Tony Vecchio 
                                      
PBSCA c/o Portland State University  
Dean’s Office, CLAS  
P.O. Box 751  
Portland, Oregon 97207-0751 bologna@pdx.edu 

www.portland-bologna.org 
503.725.5255 or  503.725.9576   Fax: 503.725.3444 

newsletter contributions and comments to 
bologna@pdx.edu.  

Please cut here and send to address listed with check 
 

I/We would like to contribute $ ............................. to the Portland-Bologna Sister City Association. 

 Name:  ............................................................................................................................................................................  

2nd Name (if applicable) ...............................................................................................................................................  

Address: ............................................................................................................................................. 
Phone: ...........................................  fax: .....................................  email ..................................................................  

  
Please make checks payable to: Portland-Bologna Sister City Assoc.  

Please mail checks to: Portland-Bologna Sister City Association 
Portland State University  
Dean’s Office—CLAS  
P.O. Box 751 
Portland, Oregon 97207-0751 

Portland, Oregon 97207-0751 

 

Please indicate your interests by checking the boxes below: 
□ Host family for visitors 
□ Host family for exchange students 
□ Social events 

□ Administrative volunteer  
□ Fund raising volunteer 
□ Annual Sagra volunteer 

□ Cultural programs  
□ Sports exchanges 
□ Board of Directors 
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