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   N E W S L E T T E R   
 
 
A RECAP  

agra di Bologna 
 

Our first annual Sagra di Bologna was held October 23. Both wine tasting and fundraiser, the 
event was also a great excuse to gather. Held at Serratto Ristorante, the evening included sampling 
wines from the Emilia Romagna region, presided over by local wine importer Greg Zancanella, and a silent 
auction with offerings for everyone, including a week in a Rome Apartment, specialty food baskets and a 
sampling of Abruzzo olive oils, opera tickets and hotel stays, original artwork and dinners out. 
 

 
From left to right: Brad Hutton, Carlo Mannocci, Andrea Bartoloni, Richard Potestio, Mayor Tom Potter. Photo by Andrea Scasso. 
 
A highlight of the evening was the conferring of the Italian Government Cavaliere Award, given to local 
hotelier Brad Hutton, for significant contribution to Italian Heritage. Italian Vice Counsel for the State of 
Oregon and PBSCA Chairman Andrea Bartoloni performed the honors, assisted by former Vice Counsel 
and Honorary PBSCA Board Member Carlo Mannocci. 
 
The evening was a great success and our thanks to all who helped make it happen, from the events 
committee to attendees, to donors and purchasers.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: EVENTS 2008 

 
March. 5, Wednesday, 4:00-5:00 at PSU in Neuberger Hall, 4th floor, No. 491, Dean’s Office. 
(Neuberger Hall is at the corner of Broadway and Harrison).  Lois Bronfman, Professor in 
Political Science at PSU, will give a lecture on Italian Politics ; a timely topic given Prodi’s recent 
ouster.  
Co-sponsored by PSU and PBSCA; there is no cost. 
 
March 13, Thursday, 6:00 pm at Caffe Umbria.  PBSCA Social. Come share a glass of wine and a 
selection of antipasti including piadine (local to Emilia-Romagna), bruschette, salume and cheeses. 
Cost is $20.00, payable at the door. RSVP to Ayn Hotchkiss 503.970.7714 or 
aynhotchkiss@comcast.net. 
 
March 20, Thursday, 7:00 pm: in PSU’s Multicultural Center, SMU Room 228 .  Film: The 
Seduction of Mimi. Multicultural Center—Smith Memorial Student Union Room 228. Movies are 
in Italian with subtitles; entrance is free.  Sponsored by the Italian Students Club. 
 
April 17, Thursday, 7:00 pm in PSU’s Multicultural Center, SMU Room 228, Film: Pane e 
Cioccolata.  In Italian with subtitles; entrance is free.  Sponsored by the Italian Students Club. 
 
May 8, Thursday, 4:00-5:00 pm Open Board Meeting and 6:00 Dinner at Piazza Italia. This is our 
annual meeting and elections.  Though our amici do not vote, everyone is welcome to attend. Our 
Supporters Dinner will follow. Piazza Italia is offering us a special menu at a fixed price of $55.00 
(does not include alcohol). We hope you join us for a fun evening dedicated to our dear friend 
Gino Schettini.  (You may also come just for the dinner). 
 
May 15 Thursday at 7:00 pm in PSU’s Multicultural Center, SMU Room 228 . Film: La meglio 
gioventu'. In Italian with subtitles; entrance is free.  Sponsored by the Italian Students Club. 
 
May 22, Thursday at 7:00 pm in PSU’s Multicultural Center, SMU Room 228 . Film: La meglio 
gioventu'. In Italian with subtitles; entrance is free.  Sponsored by the Italian Students Club. 
 
June 14, Saturday at 7:00 pm . Timbers vs. Juventus Primavera Soccer Game. The PBSCA will be 
selling a block of tickets so that PBSCA amici can enjoy the game together. Details will be posted. 
 
June 30-July 14 Bologna Youth in Portland. Help us welcome our Bologna visitors and show 
them a wonderful time.  We’ll keep you informed of group activities as they develop; if you 
would like to help, please see the next page or contact bologa@pdx.edu. 
 
Aug. 16-24. Festa Italiana. See http://www.festa-italiana.org/ for this year’s details. 
 
Sept. 23, Wednesday, 4:00-6:00 pm at PSU. Come find out what’s happening at PSU on the Italian 
front. Hear briefly from faculty in History, English, Foreign Languages, Geography, Architecture, 
Urban Studies, and the Graduate School of Business about their classes and exchange programs.  
 
October 1-31. Blue Sky Gallery, 1231 NW Hoyt St # 101. Bologna photographer Claudio Cricca’s 
show “faceless” will be exhibited the month of October at the Blue Sky Gallery in the Pearl. The 
PBSCA will host an opening event where Claudio will discuss his show. For information on 
Claudio, please see his website: www.claudiocricca.com.  
 
October 4. Columbus Day Dinner sponsored by Festa Italiana. 
 
Fall Sagra:  PBSCA 2nd Annual Sagra Fundraising event with food, wine, fun and great items to 
bid on.  (date and venue pending)  
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GET INVOLVED!  
 
There are lots of ways to be involved in the PBSCA. Two formal roles are serving on the Board of 
Directors and working on a committee. For the 2008-9 fiscal year we will have 2-3 open Board 
positions. If you are interested or would like to nominate a candidate, please email Nominating 
Committee Chair Kathi Ketcheson at ketchesonk@pdx.edu.  Board members are required to 
contribute in some way, including serving on one of the committees and attending monthly 
meetings. Our committees are listed below. Please contact the chair directly if you’d like to help. 
We are actively looking for help with the fall Sagra. Put your auction and wine tasting skills to 
work! 
 
Sagra Fall Fundraising Event:  
Gianna Lupo (Giannalupo2000@yahoo.com) 
 
Cultural and Educational Exchange:  Youth Exchange.  
Kathie Ketcheson  (ketchesonk@pdx.edu) 
Angela Zagarella (bologna@pdx.edu) 
 
Social Committee (nonfundraising events):   
Ayn Hotchkiss (aynhotchkiss@comcast.net) 
Joe Tripi (jtripi@portlaw.com) 
 

Community Support/membership:  
Cathey Briggs (catbriggs2@ahoo.com) 
Sally Hudson (bologna@pdx.edu) 
Ray Verzasconi (rverzasconi@msn.com) 
 
Nominating Committee.  
Kathi Ketcheson (ketchesonk@pdx.edu) 
 
Soccer FundraisingEvents:  
Rick Potestio (potestio@comcast.net) 
 
Government Liason and Economic Dev.: 
Jim Thayer (jim@thayers.org) 

 
OLOGNA YOUTH EXCHANGE: IT’S HAPPENING 
 
We will be participating in a youth exchange program with the City of Bologna this summer 

when eight to ten young adults from the ages of 16-18 will come to stay with host families in 
Portland. They arrive June 30 and return July 14. We are currently taking applications for host 
families; our hope is to match up families with children of similar ages to their Bologna visitors so 
that we can then have these Portland youth go to Bologna next year. In this way, it’s a “scambio” 
of both children and families. But this is an association-wide program and we hope you will 
participate in welcoming these young Bolognese. We’ll keep you informed of activities that you 
may want to join or you may want to invite one or some of our visitors to an activity of your own. 
We thank all of you who helped raise funds for this by your contributions and your participation 
in our Sagra fundraiser. For information about Bologna’s program, see 
http://www.giramondo.org/sezioni/sez169.aspx 
 
 

UR ITALIAN EXCHANGE STUDENT FROM BOLOGNA 
Gerald and Michelle Marcyk 

 
Many thanks to our friend Massimo Antinucci from the Bologna Sister City organization in 
Bologna, LaVitaBella, for helping us set up a wonderful meeting with a family in Bologna in 
October. You may recall that Massimo and three other representatives from Bologna visited 
Portland in August 2006. Massimo contacted us this summer and asked whether we could host an 
Italian teenager in our home on an exchange. We traveled to Bologna in October to meet the family 
and work out the details. 
 
Our day in Bologna had an inauspicious start. Our GPS tried to guide us to our hotel via the 
wrong direction on a one-way street. We ended up traveling about a kilometer through the center 
of town to drive the final two blocks. I fully expect to receive another traffic fine from Bologna for 
driving through a restricted zone. Once we arrived at the Hotel Porta San Mamolo (very nice with 
a wonderful courtyard), the front desk told me “you must move your car right now. We are 
expecting an anti-globalization march to come down the street. It may be damaged if you leave it 
here”. Not unusual for life in Bologna “Il Rosso”. Local police and the Carabinieri were putting on 
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From left to right: Gerry, Luigia, Michelle, Francesco, Alberto 
 
a show of force as we walked to the center of town to have lunch. Streets were blockaded and 
police in riot gear were prominent in the Piazza Maggiore 
 
Lunch changed everything. We had a memorable meal of truffles, mushrooms, and fresh 
tortellone (the big ones) at the Da Nello restaurant on Via Montegrappa. When we emerged, the 
skies opened with a thunderstorm that lasted an hour. We took refuge in the massive Basilico of 
San Petronio and listened to the thunder echo down the tall corridors. The scheduled protest was 
no match for Mother Nature and the Carabinieri spent the remainder of the day drinking espresso 
and smoking under the porticos. 
 
Massimo met us in the lobby of our hotel and then introduced us to his friend Luigia Lumia: the 
mother of the exchange student. We walked to their large apartment in the university district on 
Via delle Belle Arti next to the Pinacoteca. What a wonderful family! The father is Alberto and is a 
retired mathematics professor. The mother Luigia is a tax accountant and has her office on the 
ground floor of their building. They have three children: Domenico ( 19) , Teresa (18) and 
Francesco ( 17) who will be our exchange student. 
 
Francesco is six foot tall with bright red hair. He is in the 12^th grade and plans to study 
chemistry in college in two years. (Please recall that students in Italy must attend 13 grades before 
college). Francesco is also a ‘street performer’ and plays guitar, accordion, juggles, and rides a 
unicycle in the Piazza. We expect him to get along famously with our 16^ year old son. 
 
We brought their family gifts from Oregon including a ‘coffee table’ book filled with beautiful 
photos of our state, a bottle of Willakenzie Pinot Noir, and a bottle of Pear Brandy from the Clear 
Creek Distillery in NW Portland. Luigia and Alberto responded with a fabulous meal in their 
enormous kitchen. The courses included Bolognese lasagna with spinach pasta, wild game birds 
cooked in pomegranate, a pork roast, cake and gelato. Then, Alberto pulled out his home-made 
walnut liquor! Massimo commented “ this is better than Christmas!” 
 
We agreed to have two exchanges. Their son Francesco will spend a month with us in Oregon 
beginning June 2008. Like us, Alberto and Luigia did not want their son to miss any of the high 
school year. We will only speak English during Francesco’s time with us. In return, our son Paul 
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will spend a month in Bologna living with them sometime in the next year. During this time, they 
will only speak Italian. Paul is already getting high school language credit with an Italian 
language tutor in anticipation of his trip to Bologna. 
 
On a personal note: It was very important for the two mothers to meet. It is much easier to send 
your child to live in a foreign country if you have confidence that your two families share similar 
values. 
 
One again, we thank the Portland-Bologna Sister City Association and LaVitaBella for providing 
us with this wonderful opportunity to make more friends in Italy. Hopefully, this will be the first 
of many student exchanges between our two cities.  [Bravi to Gerry and Michelle for pioneering our 
Youth Program.] 
 
 

ews FROM PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY  
 

Professor Silvia Boero has joined the PSU faculty in the Department of Foreign Languages and 
Literatures. Silvia’s arrival represents partnership at its best. Ten years ago, Gary Maffei and Karen 
Tosi formed the Italian Circle of Friends for Italian Studies, a fundraising effort to help keep Italian 
language study alive at PSU and to work toward building a full-fledged Italian Studies Program. 
With a loyal group of Friends pledging contributions during these ten years, their efforts have 
literally paid off. Silvia’s position is being  funded for the first three years equally by the Italian 
Circle of Friends and PSU. After three years, PSU will take on full funding.  
 
Silvia, a native of Genova, comes to us from Duke University, where she taught Italian in the 
Department of Romance Studies. She received her M.A. from Purdue University and her “laurea” 
in Education with a thesis in Sociology from the Universita’ di Genova. Her scholarly focus is on 
Italian Literature (19th and 20th Century), Comparative Literature and Literary Theory, Film 
Studies, Women’s Studies, and Italian Language and Civilization.   
 
In an effort to share her interests with the Portland community, Silvia has arranged for three 
guest lecturers to speak at PSU this spring. These include Angela Cacciarru, a researcher from the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, who will speak 8 April on visual representation of 
popular protest and resistance in Sardinia, Angela Porcarelli, from the faculty at Duke University 
who will speak April 29 on Pasolini’s cinema, and Clarissa Clo’, Director of European Studies at 
San Diego State, who will discuss the struggles of Italian Women workers in the early 1990s.  
 
At PSU, Silvia has been teaching Italian Literature and language classes. Slated for Spring Term* 
are two courses: Italian 410, Introduction to Italian Literature from Neo-Realism to 
Postmodernism: An investigation of Italian Literature, film, and music (1930s-1990s (in English), 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00-9:50 and Italian 399, Italian Freaks and Punks: Italian 
Culture and Civilization from 1950-2005 through protest songs (in Italian; pre-requisite ITAL203 
or equivilent), on Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:40 to 8:30.  For questions, contact Silvia at 
boeros@pdx.edu or tel. 503.725.5273. 
 
Together with PBSCA’s Co-Director Angela Zagarella, a 20-year veteran of teaching Italian at 
PSU, we have a team of crack instructors bringing Italian language and culture to the university 
and the community. 

 
* Please Note: Spring quarter classes begin March 31. If you’ve not taken classes at PSU before, you can 
easily become admitted as a part-time student using the “quick entry” admission process online at 
http://www.pdx.edu/admissions/ugrad_qkentry.html. For those who already have their PSU ID number, 
register for classes at https://banweb.pdx.edu/pls/oprd/twbkwbis.P_WWWLogin   
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SUPPORT THE PBSCA 

The Portland-Bologna Sister City Association welcomes 
contributions from friends (amici) who are interested in Italian 
culture and who would like to help foster the relationship 
between the two cities.  
 
All amici are entitled to:  
 
 Invitations to PBSCA dinners and social events. 
 Complimentary admission to cultural events. 
 First notice on additional events sponsored by PBSCA. 
 The  PBSCA newsletter. 
 Opportunities to become involved as part of association 

committees. 
 Their names on the PBSCA website. 
 For new amici, a welcome package that includes a booklet 

and a map of Bologna, and a set of postcards 
 

Levels of support:  
Student: $  20.00 
Adult: $  50.00 
Family: $  75.00* 
Sustaining: $ 125.00+ 
Patron: $ 250.00+ 

 
*Family is defined by two amici with the same address. +Sustaining & 
Patron Friends may be an individual or two individuals with the same home 
address. 
 
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent the law allows. 

 PBSCA 2007-2008 
The Executive Committee: 
Andrea Bartoloni, Chairman 
Richard Potestio, President 
Frank Piacentini , Vice President 
Angelo Carella, Treasurer 
Edward Ferrero, Legal Counsel 
Kathi Ketcheson, Inerim Secretary 

Co-Executive Directors:  
Sally Hudson and Angela Zagarella 

The Board 
Cathey Briggs             Gianna Lupo 
Ayn Hotchkis             Jim Thayer 
Joe Tripi                      Ray Verzasconi 
 
The Honorary Board 
Vic Alfonso               Amy Miller Dowell 
Melissa Babson         Marta Monetti 
Sho Dozono Tom Moyer 
Jim Francesconi        George Passadore 
Lucia Galizia Cathy Rudd 
Brad Hutton             Maria Smith 
Garry Maffei             Robert Stoll 
Carlo Mannocci       Karen Tosi 
Don Mazziotti Tony Vecchio 
  
Special Thanks to Wells Fargo Bank 
 
PBSCA c/o Portland State University  
Dean’s Office, CLAS  
P.O. Box 751  
Portland, Oregon 97207-0751 bologna@pdx.edu 

www.portland-bologna.org 
503.725.5255 or  503.725.9576  
Fax: 503.725.3444 

newsletter contributions and comments to 
bologna@pdx.edu.  

 

 
 

Please cut here and send to address listed with check 
 

I/We would like to contribute $ .............................. to the Portland-Bologna Sister City Association. 
 Name:  ...................................................................................................................................................................................  
2nd Name (if applicable) .....................................................................................................................................................  

Address: .......................................................................................................................................  
Phone: .............................................  fax: ....................................... email .....................................................................  
How do you prefer to receive the newsletter.    By mail     By email 
Please make checks payable to: Portland-Bologna Sister City Assoc.  
Please mail checks to: Portland-Bologna Sister City Association 

Portland State University  
Dean’s Office—CLAS  
P.O. Box 751 
Portland, Oregon 97207-0751 

Portland, Oregon 97207-0751 

 

Please indicate your interests by checking the boxes below: 
□ Host family for visitors 
□ Host family for exchange students 
□ Social events 

□ Administrative volunteer  
□ Fund raising volunteer 
□ Annual Sagra volunteer 

□ Cultural programs  
□ Sports exchanges 
□ Board of Directors 

 


