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Buon Viaggio
To Our 2013 PBSCA Youth Exchange Participants

Eight Portland area students leave June 16 for Bologna as part of the Portland-Bologna Sister City Youth Exchange
program.  Accompanied by chaperone Sally Hudson, they will spend two weeks living with host families, exploring
the city and engaging in a number of planned activities with host siblings.  As in past years, there may be one-day
excursions to Florence and Venice as well.  They will return to Portland on July 1.

Christopher Belluschi is a junior at Catlin Gabel
School. 

A student of languages and cultures, he has
studied Chinese for seven years, and Japanese for
three.  In the summer of 2011, Christopher traveled
to China for three weeks with several of his Catlin
Gabel classmates.  His previous travels had taken
him to Spain in 2010 and parts of Western Europe
in 2008.

He prefers to spend his free time outdoors,
rain or shine, playing basketball with his friends, or
engaging in his passion for art.  He draws,
constructs art with wood, paints in several media,
and is a talented photographer.

In Bologna, among other things, he hopes to 
gain a better understanding of his Italian heritage.

Hannah Courtney, a resident of Lake Oswego, is
completing her freshman year at Catlin Gabel
School.  

Hannah is passionate about sports,
especially basketball and soccer.  She is also very
passionate about photography, although she says
she is still a beginner.

She writes that she is most interested in
learning how the people in Bologna live, what is
both different and similar about their lives and
hers. 

Genevieve Gaudin, who is graduating from
Cleveland High School in June, wants to
participate in the PBSCA Youth Exchange
Program “To be able to experience something that
is completely out of the ordinary for me.”

Genevieve, who has been studying
Spanish, has been to Mexico a couple of times
with her family, and to Costa Rica on a homestay
for about ten days.  

In her spare time, Genevieve likes to ski
and to play roller derby on a Portland team.  

Sophie Hale-Brown and her family hosted Letizia
Pirrone from Bologna last year, as part of the
PBSCA Youth Exchange Program.  As she and
her family helped Letizia learn about life in
Portland, now she wants Leticia and her family to
help her learn about life in Bologna.

Sophie will be a senior at Cleveland High
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School next year.  This trip will represent her third
outside the U.S.  Several years ago she spent three
weeks visiting Thailand with her mother, and she
has also been to Spain on a ten-day student tour. 

Henry Lovgren is a freshman at Lincoln High
School who is anxious to explore the country of his
paternal ancestors, as well as where his mother has
lived.

In addition to his school work, Henry likes
to read, listen to music, and discuss issues and
politics, especially with friends.  Mostly, however,
he enjoys acting in school plays.  

Henry, who has studied Spanish for three
years, has previously spent two weeks on vacation
in Mexico and two weeks in The Netherlands. 

Amanda McKay  is a junior at Wilson High School
where she has studied both French and Spanish.

Amanda’s main passion is lacrosse which
she has been playing for eight years.   In her free
time she enjoys photography, especially of Portland
and its surroundings, and also taking trips to the
beach and shopping with her friends.  

Although she vacationed with her family in
France and Scotland, she was only five and six,
respectively, at the time and she says she does not
remember either trip too well.

Amanda and her parents were a host family
for the Bologna students who came to Portland last
year.  

Sam Schrader is a freshman at Grant High School
with a yen to travel and meet new people.

He enjoys studying about the history of
Europe, and is especially fascinated by everything
Italian: the religion, art, and artifacts of the past
and, as he adds, “what’s not to like about Italian
cuisine.”  

Sam apparently enjoys languages since he
has studied Latin and Japanese, each for five years,
and Spanish for one.

In addition to spending time with his
friends, in his free time he likes to read and write,
to watch and to make his own movies.

This trip will be Sam’s first outside of the
U.S.

Maximilian Tapogna is also a freshman at Grant
High School.  He looks forward to an educational
experience that one cannot learn in school.  He is
especially interested in the art and architecture of
Renaissance Italy.  

He is also a soccer aficionado, and he
follows the sport in Italy.  

Max is probably the most experienced
traveler of the group, having spent a month in
Peru and Chile, three weeks in England and
France, and last summer he was in Italy and The
Netherlands.  

In his free time, he perhaps most enjoys
writing poetry and short stories.

! Chris Belluschi, Courtney Hannah, Henry
Lovgren, Sam Schrader, and Max Tapogna and
their respective families will serve as hosts when
PBSCA hosts students from Bologna here in
Portland next summer.  

Genevieve Gaudin, Sophie Hale-Brown,
and Amanda McKay and their families served as
host families here in Portland last summer.  

Since two weeks go by quickly, convincing
host families and students to continue their
involvement for more than one year helps
strengthen bonds between families in Portland and
Bologna.  In some instances, more than one
sibling in a family ends up participating as well. 
Hopefully, many of these ties will last a lifetime.

!   Special thanks to Sally Hudson and Karen
McKay who volunteered many hours organizing
the Youth Exchange, and to Sally who will again 
accompany the students as their chaperone, passe
partoute, and general trouble-shooter.   

KNOW BO: Tuesday, May 14, 2013

Speaker: Andrea Bartoloni
Italian Vice Council

Where: Gilda’s Italian Restaurant

1600 SW Morrison                         
                                                           
When: 6:30 p.m.
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It’s Never too Early
or too Late

to contribute to the PBSCA Youth Exchange
Program.  Although students receive no financial
support from the PBSCA, it still costs the
association about $325.00 per student to cover the
travel costs of the chaperone.  As noted above,
Sally Hudson and Karen McKay both volunteer
many hours to organize the Youth Exchange each
year, but we cannot expect whichever decides to
accompany the students to Bologna to pay her own
expenses.  Other expenses, including special
liability insurance, adds another $125.00 per
student to the cost.

Preparations for next year’s visit by students
ffrom Bologna will begin while Sally is in Bologna
this June.  When Bologna students come here, the
per student cost is between $700.00 to $800.00.  In
Bologna, the city government covers the cost of
many activities for Portland students, including the
one-day excursions to Florence and Venice.  The
Portland City budget includes no support for the
sister-city associations.  Last year as you may
recall, the Bologna students spent a day at the
beach, a weekend at Kah-Nee-Ta Resort, and
another day boating on the Willamette.  None of
these activities would have been possible without
generous donations from a number of individuals.

If you wish to make a tax deductible
contribution to the Youth Exchange, send a check
payable to PBSCA to PBSCA, PO Box 141, Lake
Oswego OR 97034.  Put “Youth Exchange” on the
Memo line.  To pay by credit card, go to
http://www.portland-bologna.org/,under
Supporters click on “Learn More” and then click
on “Contribute” at the top.    

PBSCA is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt
corporation and a non-profit corporation registered
with the State of Oregon.  Donations are tax
deductible on your state and federal tax forms (if
you list deductions). 

On Italy’s new
government

http://nyti.ms/18hhv08

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/05/01/us-italy-
politics-idUSBRE9400GW20130501 

http://news.yahoo.com/italys-letta-wins-french-
backing-focus-growth-171746255.html 

Verdi Bicentennial

Above:  Giuseppe Fortunino Francesco Verdi’s
birthplace on October 9 , 1813, in the village of Le
Ronsole in Emilia Romagna.  He was three when
his parents moved to nearby Busseto where he
would remain until, at age 20, he left for Milano to
further his studies. 

Given that this is the bicentennial of his
birth, there are special performances of many of
his operas all over the world, and there are special
events throughout the year in Emilia Romagna to
commemorate his achievements.  The Portland
Opera celebrates with Verdi’s “Falstaff,” with four
performances between May 10 and May 18, 2013. 

This website lists a few of the events
planned in Emilia Romagna:
http://www.bed-and-breakfast-in-italy.com/news2.cfm?id=1076 

There are links at the bottom of the page to other
sites with more information on Verdi events.
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The next issue of Pathways to Portland &
Bologna will be published in early September 2013. 
Look forward to a story or two from our returning
exchange students, as well as a follow-up on a few
of the Youth Exchange alumni from PBSCA’s
previous exchanges to Bologna.  

Again, I welcome submissions.  Email them
to me at rverzasconi@msn.com .  Submissions of
750-1,500 words are preferred; shorter articles are
always welcome.  

! Aiuto!  Help!  Do any of you know how to
change the color of the PBSCA logo on the cover
above?  I’d like it in the same forest green as the
titles.  Or perhaps a blue bike, a red heart, and a
green Vespa.  With the white background, the flag
colors of both nations.  Or is that too much?  Oh,
I’m talking doing it for free.    

!   Don’t forget the Amici dinner on May 21, 2013,
at 6:30 p.m. at Gilda’s Italian Restaurant.  Please
note that Gilda’s can accommodate only 50 people,
fewer than usually attend the Amici dinner, so
don’t wait to purpose your tickets.  You may
charge tickets ($50.00 each) by going to the PBSCA
website,
 http://www.portland-bologna.org/?page_id=6 
Or send a check for $50.00 per person payable to
PBSCA to:

PBSCA
PO Box 141
Lake Oswego OR 97034

! Would you like to serve on the PBSCA Board of
Directors or do you know of someone who might? 
Please contact Phil Potestio at
potestio@hotmail.com asap.  Elections for new
Board members take place at the Board meeting
preceding the Amici dinner on May 21, 2013.

! Since Professor Angela Zagarella is teaching a
new course at PSU this spring on Sicilian history,
culture, and society, as seen through literature and
film, I asked her for her syllabus – which I append
to this newsletter.  I thought I would not be the
only person interested in reading some of her

recommended materials and seeing (or again
seeing) some of her recommended films.  

! If you find some of the links listed in this or any
issue to be broken, you can cut and paste them. 
Sometimes when converting to the PDF format,
the URL breaks wrong.  I try to check them, but I
may make a dozen changes before the issue is
finalized, and sometimes I miss a few.  If you find
a URL that doesn’t work, let me know.  I’ll correct
it, and make sure a corrected version is posted on
the PBSCA website.

Ray Verzasconi, editor
Pathways to Portland & Bologna
rverzasconi@msn.com 

What a little kindness and respect are worth!  
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IT 399 Sicily : Italy Mediterranean 
Spring 2013

Zagarella@ zagarea@pdx.edu    
Office: NH 451C

Syllabus
SICILY AND THE MEDITERRANEAN
BETWEEN MYTH AND HISTORY
Symbols and myths
-Diodorus Siculus, Demeter, Persephone and Sicily,
Book V (1-46)
http://www.theoi.com/Text/DiodorusSiculus5A.
html
- Homer. Hymn to Demeter. 
http://www.uh.edu/~cldue/texts/demeter.html

The myth of Odysseus in the writings of Vincenzo
Consolo:
-Consolo Vincenzo, “Olive and wild olive” in
Reading and Writing the Mediterranean. Ed. Lollini
M. and Bouchard N. (p. 76-80) 
-Conversation between Vincenzo Consolo and
Mario Nicolao in Reading and Writing the
Mediterranean (p.51-76)

MOMENTS OF HISTORY BETWEEN SICILY
AND THE MEDITERRANEAN
Ancient events of the island
The diverse presence of people and races
Sicily and the Arab culture
-Thucidides, History of Sicily in The History of the
Peloponnesian War. VI 1-4
http://classics.mit.edu/Thucydides/pelopwar.6.si
xth.html (until “its name changed to Messina, after
his old country”)
-Amari, Michele, Storia dei Musulmani in Sicilia. 
http://www.liberliber.it/mediateca/libri/a/amari
/storia_dei_musulmani_di_sicilia_1/pdf/amari_sto
ria_dei_musulmani_1.pdf (most trusted source, in
Italian)
-Granara, William. Remaking Muslim Sicily: Ibn
Hamdis and the Poetics of Exile. By: in Edebiyat:
Journal of Middle Eastern Literatures, 03646505,
Dec98, Vol. 9, Issue 2 
-Dalli, Charles, From Islam to Christianity: The case
of Sicily in
http://www.academia.edu/243357/From_Islam_t
o_Christianity_The_Case_of_Sicily
- Mack Smith, Dennis.  A history of Sicily. 

-Mallette, Karla I nostri Saracini: Writing the
History of the Arabs of Sicily in California Italian
S t u d i e s  J o u r n a l ,  V o l .  1 ,  N r .  1
http://escholarship.org/uc/ismrg_cisj?volume=1;i
ssue=1
-Consolo V., Sicily and the Arab culture. In
Reading and Writing the Mediterranean.
-Consolo V. Ibn Jubayr. In Reading and Writing the
Mediterranean.

The revolts of the Sicilians
-Runciman, Steven.  The Sicilian Vespers in Sicily
through writers’eyes (p.97-107)
-Verdi, Giuseppe. I Vespri Siciliani. Opera.

SICILY AND THE ITALIAN KINGDOM
The sleep of Sicily
Sicily enters the Italian Kingdom
-Tomasi Giuseppe di Lampedusa, The Leopard. 
(film and book)
-Verga, Giovanni., Liberty. 
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/v/verga/giovanni/
little-novels-of-sicily/chapter11.html#chapter11

SICILY AND THE SOUTH IN ITALIAN
HISTORY 

The North South difference at the moment of Italian
Unification
-Triandafyllidou, Anna. Nation formation, the
Southern Question and Europe.
http://www.eui.eu/RSCAS/Research/EURONA
T/200204Ireport.pdf
-Quasimodo, Salvatore. Lament for the South.
http://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR/Ital
ian/Quasimodo.htm#_Toc326417365
-Moe, Nelson. Views from Vesuvius. (selected
readings)
-Kociejowski, Marius. Salvatore Giuliano. in Sicily
through writer’s eyes. (p.203-207)
-Salvatore Giuliano. Film.

MOMENTS OF LITERARY HISTORY AMONG
SICILY, ITALY AND EUROPE.

-The Sicilian poetry school
Brand, Peter. The Cambridge history of Italian
Literature. (selection)

(SOME) GREAT SICILIAN WRITERS
-Camilleri, Andrea. The snack thief. In Sicily
:Through the writer’s eyes. (p.272-278)
-Verga, Giovanni. The house by the medlar tree.
-Verga, Giovanni. The she wolf. In Sicily through
writer’s eyes.  (p.141-145)
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-Visconti, Luchino. La terra trema (film)
-Pirandello, Luigi.  Six Characthers in search of an author.	http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks06/0608521.txt
-Sciascia, Leonardo. The day of the owl

THE CURSE
Mafia
-Giordana Marco Tullio. I cento passi (film)
-Amenta, Marco.  La siciliana ribelle (film)
-Dickie John. From Cosa Nostra. A history of
Sicilian Mafia. In Sicily: through writer’s eyes. (p.227-
233)
-Lewis, Norman. From The Honoured Society.  In
Sicily: through writer’s eyes. (p.233-256)
-Robb Peter. From Midnight in Sicily. In Sicily:
through writer’s eyes. (p.260-270)
-http://www.smithsonianmag.com/people-
places/In-Sicily-Defying-the-Mafia.html

THE FOOD
-Teti, Vito. The alimentary cultures of the
Mediterranean: tradition and invention in the
dietary regimes of the Italian South. In The
Mediterranean Reconsidered. Peressini, M. and Hadj-
Moussa, R. Eds. (p.39-63)

FROM SICILY TO THE MEDITERRANEAN
Vincenzo Consolo in Reading and Writing the
Mediterranean
-Palermo most beautiful and defeated
-Tuna fishing
-For a bit of grass on the edge of the feudal estate
-The eruption of Mount Etna
-The bridge over the Channel of Sicily
-Porta Venezia

SICILY AND EUROPE
-Dainotto, Roberto M.  The importance of being
Sicilian. Italian Cultural Studies, sicilitudine and je
ne sais quoi. Italian Cultural Studies.  Graziella
Parati and Ben Lawton (Eds.), , 201-219. Boca
Raton: Bordighera Press
-Dainotto, Roberto M. The European-ness of Italy.
Categories and Norms. Annali d'Italianistica , 24 ,
19-40.

THE MEDITERRANEAN AS A PROJECT
- Fogu, Claudio and Re, Lucia. Italy in the
Mediterranean Today: A New Critical Topography in
California Italian Studies Journal, Vol. 1, Nr. 1
http://escholarship.org/uc/ismrg_cisj?volume=1;i
ssue=1
-Chambers, Ian. Another Map, another History,
another Modernity  in  California Italian Studies 

Journal, Vol. 1, Nr. 1
http://escholarship.org/uc/ismrg_cisj?volume=1;i
ssue=1
-Marino, John.  Braudel’s Mediterranean and Italy in
California Italian Studies Journal, Vol. 1, Nr. 1
http://escholarship.org/uc/ismrg_cisj?volume=1;i
ssue=1
-Fogu, Claudio. From Mare Nostrum to Mare
Aliorum: Mediterranean Theory and Mediterraneism in
Contemporary Italian Thought in California Italian
Studies Journal, Vol. 1, Nr. 1
http://escholarship.org/uc/ismrg_cisj?volume=1;i
ssue=1 
-Gnisci, Armando. The Mediterranean as
Interliterary network. In  The Mediterranean
Reconsidered. Peressini, M. and Hadj-Moussa, R.
Eds.(p.g261-269).

  
Latest videos of the tornado that struck parts of Emilia
Romagna not far from Bologna last week.

http://news.msn.com/world/video?videoid=8a2fada8-
0c04-d5fa-26d5-96c340f90c23&ap=true 

http://www.inquisitr.com/648221/rare-italy-tornado-
caught-on-terrifying-video-video 

6000 PIZZA JOBS AVAILABLE IN ITALY:

http://news.msn.com/world/needed-6000-pizza-
makers-in-italy-immigrants-welcome 
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SUMMER HOLIDAYS   
AT THE OLDEST UNIVERSITY IN WESTERN EUROPE 

Between italian grammar and medieval buildings: Courses of Italian Language and Culture  

for Foreigners at the University of Bologna (24.06 – 26.07.2013) 

 

  

  

  
 
  
  

The Summer School of Italian Language and Culture  is one of the many Summer programs 
 scheduled by the University of Bologna for the Summer 2013. As a whole and through its several 
 intensive courses covering a wide range of academic fields, the Summer School program is designed to 
 extend cultural and professional interests, improve interdisciplinary studies and promote international 
 contacts. Bologna, the “Learned city”, represents the perfect environment for granting participants one 
 of the most rewarding and memorable experiences in terms of quality of learning, culture and fun.  

 

Enjoy learning Italian in Bologna!! 

  

The city of Bologna  preserves the traces of past civilisations  and 
the character of medieval splendour . Avidly visited by the 
Romantic writers  and celebrated for the arts and culinary 
excellence , Bologna is animated by a cosmopolitan culture  that is 
enriched by the presence of the University . 
 
The University of Bologna (www.unibo.it) , probably the first 
University in the western world, is now promoting  the 2013 edition of 
the Summer School of Italian Language and Culture .  
The courses are organized with the cooperation of the Department of 
Foreign Language and Literature and the Area of International 
Relations.  

Courses are offered in three different options: a two-weeks Intensive 
Course for Beginners (level A1, A2, B1, June 24 th – July 5 th 2013, 
fee 400.00 Euro + 10.00 Euro administrative costs) , a three-weeks 
Course for Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced (A1 and all 
superior levels, July 8 th- 26th 2013, fee 600.00 Euro + 10.00 Euro 
administrative costs)  and a combination of both Courses , for a 
total duration of five weeks (June 24 th - July 26 th 2013, fee 1,000 
Euro + 10.00 Euro administrative costs) .  

Each format includes 50 hours of class teaching , cultural visits  and 
optional week-end field trips,  so allowing students a better fluency in 
the Italian language – both written and oral – and a deeper, more direct 
exposure to the Italian culture and traditions. 

For further information and application: 
 
http://www.eng.unibo.it/PortaleEn/International+Rela tions/Summe
r+Schools/ItalianLanguageForeigners.htm  
Attachment: Call for application 
 
Deadline for application: May 28 th, 2013  
 
Contact: summerschool@unibo.it   
 


