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                          UN NUOVO INIZIO!
                    ( A new beginning….)

By Kathleen Cacouris

After years of waiting for the right time
and opportunity to enroll in an M.B.A. program,
I discovered that Alma Graduate school,
University of Bologna, offered a Food and Wine
M.B.A.  I immediately applied and was thrilled
to be admitted to the class beginning fall of 2012. 
This opportunity would be the perfect next step
in my educational pursuits, combining my
marketing degree and experience with all of the
wine education I had received through the
sommelier guild. 

Excitement entailed even amidst the hard
part…letting go of my home in Portland, and
also working out the details for my 17-year-old
daughter to join me, finishing her last year of
high school in Bologna.

This being the modern age of the Internet
made it fairly easy to rent an apartment  in
Bologna before we arrived. I joined two groups,
the  Internat ional  Women’s  Forum,
http://www.iwfbologna.com/index.cfm ,  and the
Internations connecting-global-minds group,
http://www.internations.org/users/world, posted on their
bulletin boards and found a beautiful flat in the
heart of the city, walking distance to everything.
I now live in an exquisite Italian antique-filled
apartment in a building built in 1504!  Magic!

My days begin with an espresso
macchiato, made on my stove top with my cute
little Moka machine, or I stop in at Eataly‘s
coffee bar  where Elisabetta, the barista, offers

m e  a  s m i l e  a n d  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c
“Buongiorno,”along with the best Illy coffee
ever. 

After a short walk to the bus stop in
Piazza Cavour and a beautiful drive up the
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winding hills to the top, I arrive at Villa
Guastavillani . Yes, I study and take class in a
villa.
http://www.archiviostorico.unibo.it/template/listImmagini.asp
?IDFolder=525&LN=IT 

It is exquisite. Tall frescoed ceilings, two modern
computer labs, and a grotto and gardens for
special events.  There is even a gym for our use.
It is really a lovely setting which helps balance
the intensity of the program. 

One of the villa’s classrooms.  Photos courtesy of Kathleen
Cacouris.

After all it is a serious M.B.A. and quite a
lot is demanded from the students. There is
plenty of support from the office and the other
students, with classes and course work that are
challenging. I am learning an amazing amount
and enjoy the professors who are quite
knowledgeable and active in their fields. 

I am also thrilled with the opportunity to
work and study with students from 39 different
countries. It feels like a little United Nations,
and working in group projects together has been

nothing short of rewarding. [BTW: we all speak
in English, and the classes are taught in English.]

Four months have passed since leaving
Portland. Of course there are moments when I
miss the city I called home for 15 years, but
having the opportunity to live in Bologna , the
heart of food and wine culture, is an amazing 
and wonderful journey. I have no regrets.

Mark Your Calendar
Wednesday, February 20, 2013

PBSCA Winter Social at the Brian Marki Fine
Arts Gallery, 2236 NE Broadway, Portland.

Watch for more information early in February. 
Information will also be posted on PBSCA’s
web, Twitter, and Facebook pages.  

Ray Verzasconi, editor
rverzasconi@msn.com 
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Istituto Italiano di Cultura
Source: Center for Applied Second Language Studies, University of Oregon

From http://www.iicnewyork.esteri.it/IIC_NewYork/Menu/Istituto

Currently active in all the major cities of the five continents, the ninety Italian Cultural Institutes serve as
an ideal meeting place for intellectuals, artists, and cultural operatives, as well as for ordinary citizens,
both Italian and foreign, who wish to establish or maintain a relationship with Italy. 
There are institutes in Los Angeles, New York, Chicago, Washington, DC, and San Francisco. Each has
its own website, events, and resources.

Visit the Los Angeles site at http://www.iiclosangeles.esteri.it/IIC_LosAngeles
Visit the New York site at http://www.iicnewyork.esteri.it/IIC_NewYork
Visit the Chicago site at http://www.iicchicago.esteri.it/IIC_Chicago
Visit the San Francisco site at http://www.iicsanfrancisco.esteri.it/IIC_Sanfrancisco
Visit the Washington, DC site at http://www.iicwashington.esteri.it/IIC_Washington 

BlogUrl: http://casls-nflrc.blogspot.com/2013/01/istituto-italiano-di-cultura.html 

Annual PBSCA Board Dinner

M
embers of the PBSCA Board of Directors and of the Advisory Board gathered at Il Gallo
Nero in the Pearl district on December 18, 2012, for the 10th annual Board dinnert.  Those in
attendance were treated to a savory dinner of Tuscan specialties by Tuscan chef Davide

Filippini.
The annual Board dinner (paid for by those in attendance and not with PBSCA funds) allows

the directors to get to know each other in a non-work environment while savoring some of Portland’s 
finest Italian cuisine.  Dinners in the past few years have been held at Gilda’s, Nostrana, La Cena, 
and Piazza Italia.  Il Gallo Nero is a relatively new addition to Portland, having opened in the spring 
of 2012.  You can obtain more information by visiting the website:  http://www.galloneropdx.com/ 

Former Portland mayor Vera Katz was dining with friends at Il Gallo Nero and joined us briefly to express her
appreciation for the fact that PBSCA, founded during her administration, is still active.  Here she is seen talking to PBSCA  
President Phil Potestio.  Photo courtesy of Laura Guimond.
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Karen McKay, Jeff Belluschi, Ray Verzasconi, and Laura Guimond shortly before the dinner’s first course is served. 
Photo courtesy of Laura Guimond.

Sally Hudson and Rick Potestio smile for
the camera.  Photo courtesy of Laura
Guimond.
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